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by the curse that had fallen on the unhappy city. Here, on the contrary, all
was fresh, gay, and charming, while the air, refreshed and perfumed by a thousand
flowers, echoed with the merry songs of the birds. It was not necessary to feel
the enthusiasm of the historian or the archaeologist to enable one to admire both
the coolness of the oasis and the magnificence of the wonders it contained.
Descending the back of the ravine, through heaps of ruined remains of terraces,
we stood at length on the threshold of the enclosure of the Koutub, in front of
Alladeen's Gate,, which was erected by the Sultan Ala-ood-deen, the wonderful
beauty of which might have inspired the celebrated author of the Wonderful
Lamp; the genie of the Eoc could have created nothing more fairy-like. The
work of the Moors of Spain, in the Alhambra of Granada, is not to be com-
pared to this perfect gem of architecture. Here it is the stone itself, a red sand-
stone relieved by stripes of white marble, which gives the colouring; and the
delicate arabesques which cover it on all its sides are carved and inlaid: while,
at Granada, the whole effect is obtained by a combination of bright colours and
gildings, simply spread ou ordinary brickwork. Moreover, there is no part of
the Moorish Alharnbra in which we can find the same purity of outline, and
grandeur of proportions, that characterise in so high a degree the Gate of
Alladeen.

It forms a sort of square pavilion, perforated on each of its four sides by an
indentated arch, and surmounted by a very beautiful cupola; and the inner hall
is as richly decorated as the facades. "We passed through this gate, and found
ourselves almost suddenly at the foot of the Koutub, which stands alone and
.isolated in the centre of a beautiful paved court, proudly raising its head at a
height of two hundred and twenty-seven English feet.

Not one of our European monuments can give an idea of the impression felt
on standing for the first time before this colossus. The loftiest towers of ouv
cathedrals, those of Strasburg and Friburg included, always rest upon such
enormous basements, and terminate in such slender points, that their height
impresses one more by the statement of the figures which represent it than by
the effect itself. Here, on the contrary, the isolation of the building and the
simplicity of its outlines lend it the appearance of even larger dimensions than it
rceally possesses; and the architect himself has indulged his fancy for exaggerat-
ing the ordinary effect of perspective by giving the tower the form of a cylinder
lessened towards the summit, or of a portion of a very elongated (tone, and by
dividing it into four storeys, diminishing in height OH they arc farther removed
.from the ground. The diameter of its base is about forty-six feet, and of the
platform at the summit ten. Its ornamentation is singularly cfftictivo, although
very simple as a whole. Each storey, alternately covcsrud with perpendicular,
round, or angular fiutings, is surrounded by a broad girdle of flowers and
arabesques, and supports a massive balcony, covered with Bculpturoa of great
beauty, standing out in strong relief from the towor. The entire building is of
red sandstone, with the exception of the upper part, which is encased in white
marble 5 and a fine winding staircase leads to the .summit, which commands a
very extensive view of the plain, stretching to the north as far as modern Delhi,
and to the south reaching up to the environs of Jiindrabod,

When the Mussulman general, Koutub-ood-deen~Kibe& took possession of the
capital of the Eajpoot emperor, Pirtwi-Kt\j, he resolved to erect in the very centre